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THE CLASSICAL WEEKLY 



nam's Sons. $3.00), by Professor C. W. C. Oman, 
which is very favorably reviewed in The Saturday 
Times Review, of September 17, by Mr. Joseph 
Jacobs. I subjoin part of the notice. 

Prof. Oman begins his account with two chapters 
devoted to the history of the country before his- 
toric records begin. He sums up, in his first chap- 
ter, the results of pre-historic archaeology derived 
from the opening of the long and the round barrows, 
which contain the remains of the earlier inhabi- 
tants of Britain. Curiously enough the race that 
buried their dead in long barrows were dolicho- 
cephalic or long-headed, while those who interred 
in round barrows were brachycephalic or round- 
headed. The former used stone tools and weapons, 
the latter were men of the bronze age. These 
were succeeded by three waves of Celtic invaders : 
the Goidels, who also swarmed over into Scot- 
land and Ireland; the Britons, who ultimately be- 
came the Welsh ; and the Belgians, who poured 
into the southeastern part of the island. Pytheas, 
a Greek traveler in England in the fourth century 
B. C, calls it the Pretanic Isle, from which the ex- 
perts in Celtic tongues deduce the name of Britain 
as meaning the Land of Painted, or Tattooed, men. 
These Britains had adopted a coinage from the 
Macedonians as early as the second century B. C, 
and had acquired considerable skill in coining. 

With Caesar Britain emerges into the light of 
history, and Prof. Oman has henceforth a fairly 
familiar tale to tell. But he is enabled to put new 
aspects on old facts by using the results of the 
latest researches, as those of Mr. Rice Holmes on 
Caesar's invasion and of Prof. Haverfield on the 
later Roman Conquest. Caesar's invasion was by 
no means so successful as he pretended. He was 
virtually repulsed in his first attack and failed in 
the second to obtain the booty and slaves which 
were the main object of his visit. 

It is curious to find that one of the main reasons 
for Boadicea's rising was the pressure put unon 
British landowners by Roman money-lenders, 
among whom was the celebrated philosopher Se- 
neca, who called in debts amounting to no less than 
ten million sesterces. Prof. Oman's intimate ac- 
quaintance with the history of the art of war en- 
ables him to make much more clear the intricate 
details of the campaigns of Suetonius and Agricola, 
especially by using the recently acquired knowledee 
of the names of the legions employed in holding 
down Britain. This, too, enables him to give a 
clear account of the object and method of Hadrian's 
Wall. The end of the Roman Empire in Britain 
is more clearly explained by Prof. Oman than by 
his predecessors, owing to his intimate acquaintance 
with the history of the later Roman Empire, and 
the causes which withdrew the legions from Brit- 
ain. C K. 



THE AWARD OF THE NEW YORK LATIN CLUB 
SCHOLARSHIP FOR 1910-1911 

About ten years ago the New York Latin Club 
began to raise by subscription a fund for a Latin 
scholarship (see The Classical Weekly, 3.151). 
Last year this fund, which had been wisely invested 
by its Trustees, amounted to something over five 
thousand dollars. Accordingly, the Club decided 
to award the scholarship for the year 1910-1911, 



and instructed the executive committee to draw up 
the conditions under which it should be awarded. 

The most important of these conditions are: (1) 
The scholarship will be of the value of $250, and 
shall be held for one year; (2) it will be awarded 
to that graduate from the high schools of New York 
City who, being of good moral character, shall 
have passed the best Regents' examination in Caesar, 
Cicero, and Vergil, and been admitted to the fresh- 
man class of some college or technical school ap- 
proved by the Carnegie Foundation. Copies of these 
conditions were sent to the Principals of the various 
high schools, and the result was that thirty-seven 
pupils, representing eleven schools, were enrolled as 
contestants; this number was later reduced to thirty- 
one, representing ten schools. 

Through the kindness of Dr. Bardwell, of the 
Board of City Superintendents of New York, and 
Dr. Wheelock, of the Regents' Board, the final 
papers of the candidates were sent to Albany in 
a special package that they might receive an early 
reading. About the middle of July the papers were 
returned from Albany and the averages were at 
once made out. The computations were made and 
verified by three persons, the secretary of the Latin 
Club, the treasurer, and Mr. F. J. Beardsley. 

Of the thirty-one contestants, seven obtained an 
average of over 90 per cent. ; seventeen between 80 
and 89 per cent. ; 6 between 70 and 79 per cent. ; 
and one between 60 and 69 per cent. The following 
obtained an average above 90 per cent. : Myra 
McNicol, Morris High School, 92.04; Ethel L. 
Cornell, Girls' High School, 92.33 ; Alexander Wein- 
stein, Morris High School, 92.58; Jacob Lipschutz, 
Boys' High School, 92.58; Louis L. Zagoren, Boys' 
High School, 93.33; Jay Voorheis, Erasmus Hall 
High School, 93.66; D. Renwick Kerr, Erasmus Hall 
High School, 94.54. 

Therefore, for the year 1910-1911, the New York 
Latin Club scholarship has been awarded to D. Ren- 
wick Kerr. William F. Tibbetts. 



RECENT BOOKS 



(It is the intention of the editors to publish from 
time to time lists of new books, titles of articles, 
etc., likely to prove of interest to teachers and love/s 
of the Classics. Some at least of the books named 
will be reviewed later. The preparation of the ma- 
terial for these lists is in charge of Dr. William F. 
Tibbetts, of the Erasmus Hall High School, Brook- 
lyn ; he will welcome assistance from any quarter 
in his efforts to bring before the readers of The 
Classical Weekly the names of all books or articles 
likely to prove of interest or help to them). 

Petrarch's Letters to Classical Authors. Translated from the 
Latin by Mario Emilio Cosenza. Chicago : University of Chicago 
Press 12 mo. $1.00. 

Latin Prose Composition, Part I, Based on Caesar. By William 
Gardner Hale, with the Collaboration of Charles Henry Beeson and 
Wilbert Lester Carr. Chicago: Atkinson, Mentzer and Grover. Po 
XI + 81. $.50. v 



